
Healing Bible Study 3 

What can be healed? 

Q Should we only follow the types of healings that Jesus did in the Bible or expect that 

any kind of sickness be healed? 

A disease has a pathological cause such as bacteria or a virus. 

A disorder has a mental, chemical, or physical cause.  

An illness is more generally any condition that causes one to not feel well. It includes diseases and disorders, and it can be applied to 
more transient maladies such as a cold. 

The nature of sickness and injuries 

We live in a fallen world that has sin in it and can affect those who are Christian and non-Christian. Sickness can be caused by 

God’s creatures like a virus or a bacterium. Injuries can be caused by other people. We are not protected physically from 

harm in this world but through God’s grace be allowed to avoid or be cured of illness. 

Sickness by itself is not evil although it is an effect of a sinful world and the acts of sin. Just because you can’t find that 

sickness is a blessing the Bible doesn’t mean that it is a curse. 

Disabilities and injuries 

Jesus healed the blind, lame, and reattached an ear. 

Physical disease 

Jesus healed lepers, a person with edema, one with a high fever, and all sorts of sick people. 

Leprosy 

Leprosy is an infectious disease that causes severe, disfiguring skin sores and nerve damage in the arms, legs, and skin areas 

around the body. The oldest civilizations of China, Egypt, and India feared leprosy was an incurable, mutilating, 

and contagious disease. However, leprosy is not that contagious. You can catch it only if you come into close and repeated 

contact with nose and mouth droplets from someone with untreated leprosy. Children are more likely to get leprosy than 

adults. 

Mental illness 

Jesus cast out demons which were responsible for what we would call mental illness. 

Review 

Q  Is there anything that God can’t heal? 

When healing occurs or is delayed 

Q There are people who believe that God has ceased to give the gift of healing along with 

other gifts. Why would they believe that? 

Before Jesus 

Healing arts were practiced in Mesopotamia even more than in Egypt. Healing temples were in Greece, Rome, and Pergamos 

(Turkey). In Greek mythology, Asclepios, son of Apollo, learned healing from the centaur Chiron, and he was represented by 
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the snake wrapped around the staff which became the modern symbol of healing. People believed that by sleeping in the 

courtyards of the temples where snakes slithered to and fro, they would be healed. (Gaiser, 2010) 

Early church history 

Up to about 300. Justin Martyr, Irenaeus of France, Tertullian of Carthage, Clement of Alexandria, Origen of Alexandria all 

spoke of healings during their lifetimes.  

429 - 1177 Theodore of Mopsuete reported healing by Christians. Then the church attracted people through overblown or 

contrived miracles. The fraudulent displays worked with uneducated people. Authentic miracles declined. Theology changed 

to say God no longer does healing. A “suffering redemption” concept arose leading to flagellation. Very few records of healing 

exist in this period. The Waldensians appeared in 1177 anointed the sick with oil but were excommunicated for criticizing the 

church. The Reformers sought the authentic healings and Luther is recorded as praying for Melanchthon who then recovered.  

Craig Keener shows that supernatural healings continued throughout church history and has 580 footnotes of testimonies of 

healing in his chapter of early church healings.  

Post-reformation church history 

John Wesley recorded healings that he performed as of 1739 through 1781 and believed in using medicine as well. 

At any time? 

Anyone claiming they can wield miraculous gifts like the Apostles must do so consistently at all hours of the day and in all 

environments. Mainly because the church was established and the normative pattern for wielding those gifts was fading.– 

Costi Hinn (tweets Dec 16, 2018) 

Not even the apostles healed people all the time. Only Jesus could do that. 

Only when God wills it 

Psalm 135:6 God is sovereign is what he chooses to do, He can do and will do. 

Acts 3:1 Surely Jesus would have passed by the same gate many times and chose not to heal the Beautiful Gate 

cripple. 

God is sovereign in that He must allow anything that happens to me, no matter the circumstance. 

Jesus sent out the 12 apostles and later the 70 were sent and given authority to cast out demons. But they obviously did not 

do this every day. The working of the Lord will always be on his terms for his purposes. 

When Satan mimics it 

Albert Best, Edgar Cayce, etc. 

Does healing still occur? 

Q Will God still heal like he did through Jesus? 

Cessastionist view - gifts of the Spirit gradually died out over the period of the early church. The healing miracles were for a 

time while Jesus was on the earth. 

The gift of healing has biblical authorization as a work of the Holy Spirit but there is no statement of termination even though 

people believe that the gifts have ceased based on their association with miracles by the apostles. John MacArthur Jr., pastor 

and influential author declares that miracle workers ceased with the apostles. He bases this on the Bible and many people 

who weren’t healed historically. 

Review 

Q What’s the strongest argument in your mind for why healing is still available in the 

church? 

https://twitter.com/costiwhinn/status/1074454591826063360
https://twitter.com/costiwhinn/status/1074454591826063360
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How not to ask for healing 

Don’t throw a tantrum 

Q Does the volume of our prayer voice influence God? Does it have any benefit in prayer 

groups? 

Q Is it OK to get angry with God for the lack of healing? 

Storming the gates of heaven is throwing your weight behind the need for healing. God is stronger and better at keeping the 

gates shut that you are at opening them. You can get God’s attention more by obedience that by an attention getting show of 

your ‘faith.’ 

Q What gets God’s attention so that he responds to our prayers? 

Don’t put a timeline on it 

Q Should you test God by asking him to heal someone in a explicit time period? Why or 

why not? 

Asking God to heal you but with the conditions that you choose, is not acknowledging God as sovereign. You must accept his 

grace fully to be in the right position to Him. Allowing for time that may include suffering is included in this because the will of 

God may be to have you learn something through pain. 

Q Does the time spent suffering through an illness have any value? 

Don’t jump the gun  

Q Can you declare that you are healed right now? Is there any difference in declaring you 

are healed with declaring you are a millionaire and acting on that? Maybe you could 

declare that your dessert supernaturally had no calories also. 

Don’t thank God for your healing until you’ve experienced it. This isn’t faith, this is lying to yourself because the results are 

obvious. Faith is believing that God can and will do something. Faith is not declaring what is not real. 

Don’t try to convince God 

Q Have you ever won an argument with God? (Please inform the instructor if you were 

successful.) 

 “If anyone deserves to get healed, it’s this person.” God isn’t swayed by your imperfect set of beliefs. 

Q If you prayed for two different sick people, one, a homeless man with a schizophrenic 

disorder, and the other a pastor with Lyme disease that has caused him to step down 

from his role as pastor, would you pray any differently for them? 

 


